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Roger Williams University 
Department of Residence Life and Housing 

2021-2022 Housing Contract  
 

1. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT 
A. Roger Williams University (“University”) regards education as more than a means to an end and 

more than merely a classroom experience. We inspire and educate students to lead fulfilled lives 
by ensuring they acquire the knowledge, skills and habits of mind necessary to become reflective, 
responsible individuals who interact with society in mutually rewarding ways. The Department of 
Residence Life and Housing program contributes significantly to the achievement of these 
educational goals by fostering a safe and inclusive residential community for students to enhance 
their interpersonal skills. Through our holistic approach to student development, we engage, 
support and challenge students to be contributing scholars in the world. We strive to support 
students in becoming their true selves while creating a meaningful and memorable residential 
experience. 

B. The University does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national or ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, 
veteran status, or any other legally protected basis in admission to, access to, employment in, and 
treatment in its programs and activities. 

C. This Housing Contract has been prepared to provide you with information regarding the policies 
and regulations that have been adopted in order to carry out these educational objectives. All 
residents are responsible for complying with the content, procedures and policies of this Contract. 

D. 
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3. DURATION AND BINDING NATURE OF CONTRACT 
A. This Housing Contract binds both the University and the student (or if student is under 18 

years of age, their parent or guardian who is hereafter referred to as Student) for the entire 
Academic Year (including Winter Intersession and Summer if the student applies for them). 

B. Students are not permitted to move into their room assignments until the date announced by 
the Department of Residence Life and Housing and according to the RWU academic calendar 
which specifies all University opening and closing dates.  

 
4. APPLICATION, PAYMENT, AND ASSIGNMENT PROCEDURES 

A. Students are required to complete a housing application and electronically sign the Housing 
Contract via the Housing Self-Service Portal in order to reside in University Housing and be in 
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If a cancellation is not approved, the Contract and all its terms remain in effect for the remainder 
of the Contract Period. 

B. REASONS FOR CANCELLATION. The following are reasons for which the Contract may be 
cancelled, subject to the submission of proper documentation and the approval of the 
Department of Residence Life and Housing and will be determined on an individual basis:  

i. The existence of a documented injury, illness, or medical condition that occurs after the 
Housing Contract was signed which cannot be accommodated within the residence hall 
system or that necessitates withdrawal from the University. 

ii. Induction into the military service or military absences that necessitate a change in 
residence. 

iii. Voluntary withdrawal from the University during the Fall or Spring semester[s] or at the 
end of the Fall Semester due to graduation, enrollment at another university, or leave of 
absence. 

iv. Internships or practicum requirements that necessitate residence away from campus, if 
the Student will not return to housing during the remainder of the Contract Period. 

v. The existence of an extenuating circumstance or demonstrated need other than 
voluntary withdrawal from the University, including drastic reduction in financial 
resources following execution of the Housing Contract, unusual health problems, and 
other exceptional change3 (ob)2458el 





https://www.rwu.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/RWU%20Missing%20Student%20Notification%20Policy%20and%20Procedure.docx
https://www.rwu.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/RWU%20Missing%20Student%20Notification%20Policy%20and%20Procedure.docx
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upon action plan, etc.). When roommate conflicts occur and the residents cannot resolve their 
differences, the Director of Residence Life and Housing, or a designee, may choose to move one 
or all residents of that room/apartment to any vacant spaces. Students will be responsible for any 
financial differences. The University reserves the right not to allow a student to sign into a certain 
area based on academic performance or conduct history. The University reserves the right to 
change room occupancy at the conclusion of an academic year. 

 
9. ROOM/APARTMENT CHANGES 

A. Room changes are generally permitted throughout the academic year except for designated periods 
during the semester as stipulated by the Department of Residence Life and Housing. Students 
must follow the policy and procedures in room changes as announced by the Department of 
Residence Life and Housing. No room changes will be permitted for at least the first two 
weeks of any semester to allow the Department of Residence Life and Housing the 
opportunity to ascertain where housing vacancies are located. Room changes will also not 
occur while students are in temporary housing. Students that request a room change are 
responsible for any financial difference from one living area to another. 

B. No student will vacate, exchange, or transfer rooms/apartments without prior written authorization 
from the Department of Residence Life and Housing. Students who do so may be referred to the 
Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. Students who withdraw from University 
Housing without properly notifying the Department of Residence Life Housing and completing the 
appropriate paperwork will be assessed a $50.00 improper checkout fee and an additional $65 if 
their key is not returned. Students are not permitted to lease/sublease/rent any portion of the 
room/space/apartment. 

 
10. RESPONSIBILITIES OF ROOM AND APARTMENT USE 

A. CHECK-IN/CHECK-OUT REQUIREMENTS.  Students are responsible to check-in and check-out 
of assigned rooms as stipulated by the Department of Residence Life Housing. All students, for 
their own protection, are required to complete a Room/Apartment Condition Report form at the 
time they move into and leave University Housing or when a room change occurs throughout the 
academic year. Failure to do so prevents verification of room condition at the time of moving in when 
that condition is compared against the room condition at the time of moving out. In such cases, 
occupants must accept the University’s assessment of damages. Students who complete an 
express checkout form waive their right to appeal any damages. A final inspection and damage 
assessment of all rooms/apartments will take place by University professional staff after all 
residents have vacated the residence halls. Students can refer check-in/check-out questions to 
their RA, their Community Director, or to the Department of Residence Life and Housing. 

B. KEYS/LOCKS.  The University provides a lock for the exterior door of each room or apartment in 
University operated housing facilities. The student agrees to refrain from using additional locks or 
other security devices on any doors (including bedrooms) or to change any existing locks. The 
duplication of any keys is strictly prohibited. Each student must return all room or apartment keys 
at the end of the academic year, at the time of an authorized room change or upon withdrawal 
from the University. Room and apartment keys must be turned in at the time of check-out, within 
those guidelines stipulated by the Department of Residence Life and Housing. 

i. Failure to return all keys will result in a fee being assessed to the student for a door 
lock change and a new full set of keys. In the event an occupant loses a 
room/apartment key, the student must report this to the Department of Residence Life 
Housing and follow the guidelines stipulated by the Department of Residence Life 
and Housing to be reissued a key. A fee will be charged to occupants for 
replacement of lost keys and/or door lock changes.  

C. ROOM AND APARTMENT PAINTING/FURNISHINGS/CARE.  Students are not permitted to 
remodel, paint or to make any structural changes to the premises, outside or inside, nor to attach, 
detach or remove any furniture, or repair any damages. Rooms and apartments are supplied with 
appropriate basic furnishings, as determined by the Department of Residence Life and Housing. 
Students are not permitted to remove any furnishings, appliances, or equipment from their living 
quarters or other part of the University. No University furnishing may be placed outside. The 
University has the right to enter a student room for repairs, general maintenance of residential 
facilities, cleaning, and health & safety inspections. 
 

i. Students are responsible for cleaning their assigned room or apartment and for 
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environment founded on the principles of mutual respect for peoples’ rights and property. Therefore, 
students have a responsibility to: 

i. Become familiar with and fully uphold the rules and regulations of this community so that 
they may participate in it as active, positive members. These rules and regulations include, 
but are not limited to: 

1. Residence Life and Housing Policies 

 

https://www.rwu.edu/student-handbook/student-code-conduct
https://www.rwu.edu/student-handbook/sexual-misconduct-gender-based-misconduct-procedures
https://www.rwu.edu/student-handbook/campus-policies-rules
https://www.rwu.edu/student-handbook/alcohol-and-drug-policy
https://www.rwu.edu/student-handbook/medical-amnesty-policy
https://www.rwu.edu/who-we-are/administrative-offices/public-safety/parking/rules-regulations
https://www.rwu.edu/reopening-roger/safe-community-students/RWU-COVID-19-Pledge
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14. Disclosure of Information on Lead-Based Paint and/or Lead-Based Paint Hazards: 

mailto:cconley@rwu.edu
mailto:ksouza@rwu.edu
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b. have received the pamphlet Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home with the Rhode 
Island insert “What You Should Know About  

1 1

http://rwu.edu/about/university-offices/ehs/occupational-safety/lead-based-paint
http://rwu.edu/about/university-offices/ehs/occupational-safety/lead-based-paint
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