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2024-2025 Determination of Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

The 2024-2025 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) stipulates that a student may be considered 
independent for financial aid purposes if they received a determination at any time on or after July 1, 2023 that 
they were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or at risk of being homeless.  

According to the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA), the definition of independent student 
includes youth who are 1) unaccompanied and homeless, or 2) unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at-risk of 
homelessness. The HEA uses the McKinney-Vento Act’s definitions of homeless, which includes youth who 
lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; and unaccompanied, which includes youth not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian. The HEA also uses at-risk of homelessness to refer to students whose 
housing may cease to be fixed, regular, and adequate. 
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Question Answer

11. What do I do if my
institution is making me do
something called a
dependency override or
provisional independent
student status?

If you believe you meet the above definition of an
unaccompanied homeless youth, or an unaccompanied youth
at risk of homelessness and self-supporting, reach out to the
financial aid administrator and explain that you are requesting
an unaccompanied homeless youth determination outlined by
federal guidance here. Financial aid administrators can provide
determinations by using this template.

12. I was identified in high
school as homeless and took a
gap year. I’m still in the same
living situation, how do I fill out
the FAFSA now?

If you are still in touch with your school district liaison, reach
out and see if they would write another letter for you and send
it to your financial aid administrator and they must accept the
determination. If you don’t have a letter or aren’t in touch with
your liaison, reach out to the financial aid administrator using
the following template here.

13. How do I find out who my
school district liaison is?

View this directory here. There is high turnover, so if the entry
for the liaison in your school district is not up to date, you can
also reach out to your state homeless coordinator.

14. How do I prepare for an
interview with a financial aid
administrator or write a letter
documenting my situation?
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