GAIL FENSKE

Professor, Architecture and Art & Architectural History, Cummings School of Architecture
Roger Williams University
gfenske@rwu.edu

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Roger Williams University, School of Architecture, Art and Historic Preservation

Professor, 1995-present (rank and tenure system adopted in 1995); Faculty (full-time), 1990-95.
Director, Program in Art & Architectural History, 2016-19.

Wellesley College, Department of Art

Visiting Professor (full-time), spring 2005.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, School of Architecture and Planning

Visiting Professor (half-time), spring 2003.
Visiting Professor (half-time), spring 1999.

Cornell University, Department of Architecture, Art, and Planning

Visiting Assistant Professor (full-time), 1988-89.

EDUCATION
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, School of Architecture and Planning

Ph.D., 1988. Architecture, Art, and Environmental Studies. Program in History, Theory &
Criticism.
Master of Science in Architecture Studies, 1982. Program in History, Theory & Criticism.

Arizona State University, College of Architecture

B. Arch. with high honors, 1977. Outstanding Graduate Award, AIA Henry Adams Certificate.
Studies in art history and the liberal arts, 1972-74.

SELECTED GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS
New York State Council on the Arts and New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Research
Grants (as exhibition co-curator), 2013.
J. M. Kaplan Fund, Furthermore Program, Publication Grant, 2006.
Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, Fellowship, 2006.
Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, Fellowship (as a co-editor), 2001.
New York State Council on the Arts, Research Grant (as a contributing author), 1997.
Winterthur and Hagley Museums, Arts & Industries Fellowship, 1989.
National Endowment for the Humanities, Travel to Collections Grant, 1989.

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Aalto and America, co-edited with Stanford Anderson and David Fixler. London and New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2012. 309 pages.

The Skyscraper and the City: The Woolworth Building and the Making of Modern New York Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2008, 2010 (second printing). 379 pages.

New York City Book Award, 2008 Book of the Year, New York Society Library, New York, 2009.
Honorable Mention, PROSE Award, Architecture and Urban Planning, Association of American
Publishers, 2009.

Skyscrapers: Landmarks in American Cities (in preparation for the Library of Congress).

Chapters in Edited Books (Peer-Reviewed)

“Medievalism, Mysticism, and Modernity in Early 20"-Century New York: Cass Gilbert’s ‘Skyscraper
Gothic.”” In Skyscraper Gothic, edited by Kevin Murphy and Lisa Reilly, 55-87. Charlottesville,
Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 2017.
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Architectural Historians Journal LX (December 1996): 462-64.
Review of The History of History in American Schools of Architecture, edited by Gwendolyn Wright and
Janet Parks, Winterthur Portfolio XXVI (Winter 1991): 292-94.









